Experience Gretna’s charm and rich
history as you stroll through one of
Louisiana’s largest national historic
districts. From its landmarks to the
good food, friendly faces and exciting
seasonal activities, you will find Gretna
a delight for all ages.
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Born in Baltimore
in 1779, John
McDonogh moved
to New Orleans
in the early 1800s.
McDonogh was
passionate about
public education
and is best known locally for funding the
construction of over 30 schools. Only

one school remains in the City of Gretna
that bears his name — McDonogh 26.

9B Gretna Ferry House

In 1818, the ferry services were established between
the village of Mechanickham and the then City of
Lafayette (New Orleans) by the St. Mary’s Market Ferry
Company. The Gretna Ferry would bring passengers
from Huey P. Long Avenue to the Jackson Street

Ferry. In 2013 the Department of Transportation and
Development closed the Gretna Ferry doors.

10 Bike Path, River Overlook, 2004

Completed in 2004, the Gretna Bike Path is a local
favorite for those who want to exercise by walking,
jogging and biking. It’s the perfect place for those
who want to enjoy a beautiful view of the New Orleans
skyline or simply watch the ships of the world pass by.

11 St. Joseph Church and Gardens, 1926
Monday-Friday » 8am-5pm

{except during noon mass)

Enjoy a peaceful moment at this 1926 Catholic Church
featuring Spanish Baroque style architecture and a
beautiful Meditation Garden.

12 Hook & Ladder Cemetery, 1859

This cemetery has beautiful statues adorning the
above ground tombs our region is known for. Begun in
1859, it has several interesting monuments, including
one dedicated to Louis Oscar Fried who was the first
casualty during the 1914 Mexican-American War.

13A David Crocket Fire Co, No. 1

Home of the oldest continuously active volunteer fire
company in the state. Originally incorporated

on May 7, 1844 as the Gretna Fire Engine Company
No. 1, they acquired the site of the present day
museum in 1859.

13B Kittie Strehle House, 1845

This Creole Cottage was built circa 1845 by Claudius
Strehle, one of the German immigrants who first
settled Mechanickham, later named Gretna, in 1836.
He and his wife, Catherina, raised nine children in the
cottage’s four rooms and garret.

13C William D. White House, 1845

This 1845 Creole Cottage was the home of village
blacksmith, William D. White, his wife and nine
children. One of the daughters was Lily White Ruppel,
a teacher and principal from 1904 to 1944, whose
home was in the cottage for many years.

13D Ignatius Strehle House, 1880

This Creole Cottage was built in the 1880s for
Ignatius Strehle, a son of Claudius Strehle. The
cottage was renovated and now houses displays
depicting the History of Gretna, Louisiana.

13E Gretna Green Blacksmith Shop, 1997
The Gretna Blacksmith Shop is open

to tours and live demonstrations

in the art of metalworking.

14 McDonoghville Cemetery, 1850

John McDonogh founded this plot of land in 1850
to serve as the final resting place for his former
slaves. He was the first Caucasian to be interred
in this cemetery.



